10 Honors English

Summer Assignment 2009
Guiding Questions

--Why study literature?

--What is effective writing?

We will explore the above questions in various ways throughout your sophomore year.  To begin that work, we are giving you a reading assignment for the summer.

Read the following selections from Edith Hamilton’s Mythology (copies available in the book room):


Introduction to Classical Mythology




The Mythology of the Greeks




The Greek and Roman Writers of Mythology


Part One—The Gods, the Creation, and the Earliest Heroes




Read all of Part One


Part Two—Stories of Love and Adventure




Read all of Part Two


Part Three—The Great Heroes before the Trojan War




Perseus, Theseus, and Hercules


Part Four—The Heroes of the Trojan War




The Trojan War




The Fall of Troy


Part Five—The House of Atreus




Tantalus and Niobe




Agamemnon and His Children




Iphigenia among the Taurians

Western literature and culture have been influenced by these myths in many ways. These myths have influenced Western literature and culture in significant ways.  With that in mind, we would like you to keep a dialectical journal while reading in order to trace such contributions.  The following questions should guide your journal entries:

1) What aspects of life—nature, human behavior, etc.—do these myths attempt to explain? 

2) How many of the myths in this assignment have been used as allusions in later 

works of art, literature, music, or pop culture?   Identify as many as possible.
Your dialectical journal, due on the first day of school, should focus on how the myths you read address the two guiding questions above.  If you have any questions during the summer, please feel free to contact Mrs. Dietrich, Mrs. Jones, or Mr. Powell.  We will respond as soon as possible.

CathleenD@spokaneschools.org
AshleyJ@spokaneschools.org 
ErikP@spokaneschools.org
