Canterbury Madness

March 10th (First Period)

March 11th (Sixth Period)
You’ve been studying Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales and wondering when you might be able to take a crack at some narrative verse of your own.  You’re in luck! The Annual Canterbury Tale March Madness Tournament has arrived.

Your Task

Compose your own version of a Chaucer-like tale, including the following elements:

· Iambic pentameter
· Rhyming couplets 

· Fits into one of the genres we’ve studied in Chaucer (i.e. chivalric 

romance, parody, apology, or fable)

· Effective use of rhetorical and literary elements (e.g. irony, paralipsis)

· Proper use of punctuation, grammar, and other conventions

· Four pages of typed, double-spaced text (12-pt font)

The Tournament

Participants will initially read their tales in small brackets (i.e. groups).  Each group will elect one tale to advance to the next round.  Students not reading in the next round will listen to other tales and serve as the voting committee to advance the winners along to the finals.    

The tournament will follow this format until two or three finalists read to the whole class to determine the champion.  

Voting will not affect grades, which will be determined by the normal standard (i.e. the class grading guide).  The tale itself, a significant writing project, will be worth forty points.

