Interview with the Poets

To help you analyze poetry thoroughly, you and your team will choose one poet and explore a representative poem from various angles: from the poet’s point of view, from a contemporary’s point of view, and from a critic’s point of view.  You will then present your work as a discussion panel for the rest of the class.

If you are the poet, your analysis must include information that shows how the poem reflects your tendencies, interests, and biography.  Why is this poem so representative of you and your work?

If you are a contemporary, your analysis must include comparisons between this poem and other important poems of the period, including one of your own.  

If you are a critic, your analysis must take into account literary trends of the period, critical views of at least two others, and your own interpretation of the poem (including literary devices at work).

You may set up your panel in a variety of forms, of course, but you must address all the points mentioned above.

The list of poets to explore includes (but is certainly not limited to) the following:

Edmund Spenser
Samuel Taylor Coleridge
Langston Hughes
Philip Sidney

John Keats


Sylvia Plath
George Herbert
Christina Rossetti

W.H. Auden
Aphra Behn

Alfred, Lord Tennyson
H.D.
John Dryden

Gerard Manley Hopkins
Edna St. Vincent Millay
Alexander Pope
Elizabeth Browning

Marianne Moore
Jonathan Swift

T.S. Eliot


Countee Cullen
Samuel Johnson
Wilfred Owen


Derek Walcot
Be ready to present on Monday, January 11.  (Presentations will continue through Tuesday, January 12.)  This will be worth twenty points (per person).  

