Invisible Man Final, Fall 2009

· How does Ellison use literary devices to communicate his ideas effectively?
· To what extent do the ideas Ellison explores in Invisible Man relate to life in 21st-century America?

During the last several weeks, we have explored the above questions, among others, while studying Invisible Man.  We have watched videos, considered art, listened to music, written about and discussed ideas to help us analyze and understand the novel in an informed manner.  Now it’s time to put all of those experiences together for your final project.

Working in a team of 3-4, you will write a synthesis essay that incorporates not only the various perspectives of the team members but also multiple outside views on a big idea in the novel.  While a portion of your grade will depend on the effectiveness of your team’s ability to synthesize its work, your ultimate grade will depend on your individual contribution to the project.

Checklist

___  Select one of the two questions above and one of the theme statements from class to
explore in tandem (e.g. Masks in Invisible Man and at Ferris)
___  Craft a working thesis
___  Divide the labor clearly and equally (e.g. each team member writes about a point /    topic in the body of the essay, while the group will write the intro and conclusion together)
___  Decide which literary devices to analyze

___  Include not only ample quotes from the novel to support and develop your individual section of analysis, but at least two outside perspectives (i.e. secondary sources), one being critical.    
___  Cite your sources properly according to MLA format, including a Works Cited page.  I will not accept work that lacks proper citation of all sources, primary and secondary alike.
The final product will be a cohesive team essay that nonetheless clearly reflects the work of each individual.  I will check individual notes and progress as well as the progress of the overall team.

You will present your final product to class on Friday, December 11th.  This will be worth 100 points.  As always, refer to the class grading guide to inform your work.     

