Staging Hamlet
Final Assessment

Now that you have read Hamlet and compared various film versions of it, you will have the chance to stage your own production of the play.  Working in a small team, you will be responsible to produce one Act of the tragedy in a 7-10 minute condensed scene.  To do this, you will need to accomplish the following tasks:

1. As a team, determine the most important events of the Act.  What will you cut, and what will you retain in order to bring the most crucial parts of the Act to life?

2. Decide which big idea your Act will clearly address—ghosts of the past, response to crisis, or choices and consequences.  Your performance must clearly address your understanding of one of those ideas.

3. Choose a setting that appropriately conveys the action of the play and helps to bring out one of the big ideas that we have studied. 
4. Maintain the original language of the play but make sure to deliver the lines in a way that clearly demonstrates your understanding of them.  You may alter the language somewhat to fit your setting, but overall try to retain the original as much as possible.  (Aim for a 70%-30% ratio, original to adapted.)
5. Make sure that each team member has at least one acting part, is responsible for at least one prop, and has contributed to the editing / re-writing choices of the Act.

When your performance ends, the above five factors should all have been incorporated into your work.  Each part will be worth five points for a total of—if my math is correct, and I believe it is—twenty five points.
As always, consult the class grading guide to help you do your best work, and please ask questions along the way!     

