Synthesis Essay
During the last several weeks, we have studied how cultural identity influences an individual’s perspective.  We have read essays, stories, poems and watched films that explore these topics in various ways—among them humor, satire, interviews, research and personal reflection.  Ultimately, authors have brought together multiple views and used different sources and strategies to explore their individual topics.  In short, they have synthesized.  Now it’s your turn to do the same thing.

Working in small teams, you will write a synthesis essay in which you analyze the following prompt:

To what extent does culture influence an individual’s perspective?

Support your claim with evidence from at least three different texts we have read, watched or listened to in class, as well as your own research and experiences.

Steps:

· Determine a preliminary thesis for your essay.

· Consider the most effective way to organize your discussion.  For instance, what kind of hook will you use to grab the attention of your audience?  What supporting evidence will you include?  How will you demonstrate understanding of different sides of the issue while developing your own thesis?

· Divide the labor.  How will each member of your team contribute to this essay?  Consider, for example, dividing the body paragraphs separately and then composing the introduction and conclusion as a group.  

· Make sure to select a variety of sources that help support and develop your ideas.  Visuals, statistics, interviews and multiple texts can help.  USE PROPER MLA CITATION and a WORKS CITED PAGE to indicate where you found your information.  I will not accept work without proper citation.
This will be due in class on Thursday, December 10th, and will be worth 40 points.  Grades will be based on the class grading guide and will apply to individuals as well as to groups.  

Questions?  Please ask!    

